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Dow Helps Launch Philadelphia Science Festival in April 
through Presenting Sponsorship 

 
Festival highlights the incredible legacy and vibrant future of science in the region with 

dozens of programs April 15-28 
 
PHILADELPHIA (March 3, 2011) – The Dow Chemical Company, a world leader in chemistry R&D, 
innovation and education to create solutions for the future, is investing in the next generation of 
scientists through unique sponsorships such as the upcoming Philadelphia Science Festival. 
 
Dow is the Presenting Sponsor of the inaugural Festival, an unprecedented collaboration of more than 
105 Philadelphia-based organizations showcasing the important role science and technology play in 
everyday life. Organized by The Franklin Institute, the Festival is part of a national movement to make 
science hands-on and accessible, and it builds on the city’s rich history of originality and invention with 
dozens of free events at museums, schools, libraries and even street corners and concert halls from 
April 15-28. 
 
“Being part of the inaugural Philadelphia Science Festival is a wonderful way for Dow to help generate 
understanding and enthusiasm for the creative future of chemistry in the Delaware Valley. We look 
forward to showcasing and celebrating the power of chemistry to create solutions addressing essential 
human needs and world challenges, such as energy, housing, health, nutrition, infrastructure and 
economic development,” said Jerome Peribere, president and CEO of Dow Advanced Materials. “As a 
leading employer in the region, Dow is committed to nurturing today’s young scientists and supporting 
innovative, educational experiences that prepare the next generation of chemists.” 
 
As part of its involvement in the Festival, Dow will host an interactive educational exhibit during the 
Science Carnival on the Parkway on April 16 with live experiments that showcase the power of chemistry 
– all of which can be safely recreated at home. And they worked with the Festival on a series of weekly 
thought-provoking Chemistry Facts which live on a custom-designed Facebook tab and are being 
promoted through Twitter with the hashtag #DowChemFacts. Dow’s sponsorship also complements the 
company’s global partnership with the 2011 International Year of Chemistry.   
 
 “Dow is the perfect sponsor for the Philadelphia Science Festival and a leading partner of The Franklin 
Institute, and we could not be more pleased with their support,” said Dennis Wint, president and CEO of 
The Franklin Institute. “Their long-standing efforts to celebrate science all around us are at the heart of 
the Festival’s efforts, and we believe that together we can shine a light on both the history and future of 
science in Philadelphia.” 
 



For two weeks in April, the Philadelphia Science Festival will turn schoolyards, community centers – 
even a Major League ballpark – into hands-on laboratories for learning, offering dozens of informal 
educational opportunities that illustrate the science behind everyday life. The Philadelphia Phillies, for 
example, are hosting a Science Day at the Ballpark, there will be a city-wide astronomy night and joint 
presentations with the Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts will illustrate the intersection of art 
and science. One of those collaborations is the Philadelphia debut of a new boundary-breaking 
contemporary dance piece by Capacitor — a San Francisco-based troupe — called “The Perfect Flower.” 
 
The Franklin Institute is a member of the Science Festival Alliance, which received a 3-year grant from 
the National Science Foundation to develop and test models for city-wide science festivals in strategic 
centers of learning and innovation. Science festivals are already immensely popular in Europe and 
officials in the U.S. hope to ignite passion in a new generation of scientists and entrepreneurs. In 
addition to Philadelphia, the NSF grant provided funds to continue the production of festivals in 
Cambridge, Mass. and San Diego, as well as seed funding for San Francisco. 
 
More than 105 organizations are involved in the planning and implementation of the inaugural 
Philadelphia Science Festival. The festival model, in which all events are collaborative in spirit, is unique 
to Philadelphia and will have lasting implications for the region’s science community. A complete list of 
collaborators can be found at philasciencefestival.org.  
 
Other sponsors of the Philadelphia Science Festival include Drexel University, University of the Sciences, 
GlaxoSmithKline, La Salle University, Philadelphia University, The University of Pennsylvania, PNC Bank, 
Day & Zimmermann, Temple University, K12, Quaker Chemical Corporation, The NASA Pennsylvania 
Space Grant Consortium, NextFab Studio, Villanova University, Geosyntec, and the University of 
Pennsylvania Center for Bioethics. 
 
To learn more about the Philadelphia Science Festival, call 215-448-1128 or visit 
PhilaScienceFestival.org, where you can sign up for updates on upcoming events. The Festival is also on 
Facebook and Twitter; search PHLScienceFest. 
 
ABOUT THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY 
Dow (NYSE: Dow) combines the power of science and technology with the “Human Element” to 
passionately innovate what is essential to human progress. The Company connects chemistry and 
innovation with the principles of sustainability to help address many of the world’s most challenging 
problems such as the need for clean water, renewable energy generation and conservation, and 
increasing agricultural productivity. Dow’s diversified industry-leading portfolio of specialty chemical, 
advanced materials, agrosciences and plastics businesses deliver a broad range of technology-based 
products and solutions to customers in approximately 160 countries and in high growth sectors such as 
electronics, water, energy, coatings and agriculture. In 2010, Dow had annual sales of $53.7 billion and 
employed approximately 50,000 people worldwide. The Company’s more than 5,000 products are 
manufactured at 188 sites in 35 countries across the globe. References to "Dow" or the "Company" 
mean The Dow Chemical Company and its consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted. 
More information about Dow can be found at www.dow.com. 
 
ABOUT THE PHILADELPHIA SCIENCE FESTIVAL 
The Philadelphia Science Festival is a citywide collaboration April 15-28 showcasing the impact of 
science and technology past, present and future. Part of a national movement to inspire the next 
generation of scientists and engineers, the Festival builds on Philadelphia’s own rich history of 
innovation with dozens of free lectures, debates, hands-on activities, special exhibits and other 
informal learning experiences at museums, libraries and even street corners and concert halls. More 
than 105 institutions are collaborating to produce the inaugural Festival, which is funded in part by 



the National Science Foundation, presented by The Dow Chemical Company, and organized by The 
Franklin Institute. To learn more, visit PhilaScienceFestival.org or call 215-448-1128. 
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Dow Helps Launch Philadelphia Science Festival in April through Presenting Sponsorship

Festival highlights the incredible legacy and vibrant future of science in the region with dozens of programs April 15-28

PHILADELPHIA (March 3, 2011) – The Dow Chemical Company, a world leader in chemistry R&D, innovation and education to create solutions for the future, is investing in the next generation of scientists through unique sponsorships such as the upcoming Philadelphia Science Festival.

Dow is the Presenting Sponsor of the inaugural Festival, an unprecedented collaboration of more than 105 Philadelphia-based organizations showcasing the important role science and technology play in everyday life. Organized by The Franklin Institute, the Festival is part of a national movement to make science hands-on and accessible, and it builds on the city’s rich history of originality and invention with dozens of free events at museums, schools, libraries and even street corners and concert halls from April 15-28.

“Being part of the inaugural Philadelphia Science Festival is a wonderful way for Dow to help generate understanding and enthusiasm for the creative future of chemistry in the Delaware Valley. We look forward to showcasing and celebrating the power of chemistry to create solutions addressing essential human needs and world challenges, such as energy, housing, health, nutrition, infrastructure and economic development,” said Jerome Peribere, president and CEO of Dow Advanced Materials. “As a leading employer in the region, Dow is committed to nurturing today’s young scientists and supporting innovative, educational experiences that prepare the next generation of chemists.”

As part of its involvement in the Festival, Dow will host an interactive educational exhibit during the Science Carnival on the Parkway on April 16 with live experiments that showcase the power of chemistry – all of which can be safely recreated at home. And they worked with the Festival on a series of weekly thought-provoking Chemistry Facts which live on a custom-designed Facebook tab and are being promoted through Twitter with the hashtag #DowChemFacts. Dow’s sponsorship also complements the company’s global partnership with the 2011 International Year of Chemistry.  

 “Dow is the perfect sponsor for the Philadelphia Science Festival and a leading partner of The Franklin Institute, and we could not be more pleased with their support,” said Dennis Wint, president and CEO of The Franklin Institute. “Their long-standing efforts to celebrate science all around us are at the heart of the Festival’s efforts, and we believe that together we can shine a light on both the history and future of science in Philadelphia.”

For two weeks in April, the Philadelphia Science Festival will turn schoolyards, community centers – even a Major League ballpark – into hands-on laboratories for learning, offering dozens of informal educational opportunities that illustrate the science behind everyday life. The Philadelphia Phillies, for example, are hosting a Science Day at the Ballpark, there will be a city-wide astronomy night and joint presentations with the Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts will illustrate the intersection of art and science. One of those collaborations is the Philadelphia debut of a new boundary-breaking contemporary dance piece by Capacitor — a San Francisco-based troupe — called “The Perfect Flower.”

The Franklin Institute is a member of the Science Festival Alliance, which received a 3-year grant from the National Science Foundation to develop and test models for city-wide science festivals in strategic centers of learning and innovation. Science festivals are already immensely popular in Europe and officials in the U.S. hope to ignite passion in a new generation of scientists and entrepreneurs. In addition to Philadelphia, the NSF grant provided funds to continue the production of festivals in Cambridge, Mass. and San Diego, as well as seed funding for San Francisco.

More than 105 organizations are involved in the planning and implementation of the inaugural Philadelphia Science Festival. The festival model, in which all events are collaborative in spirit, is unique to Philadelphia and will have lasting implications for the region’s science community. A complete list of collaborators can be found at philasciencefestival.org. 


Other sponsors of the Philadelphia Science Festival include Drexel University, University of the Sciences, GlaxoSmithKline, La Salle University, Philadelphia University, The University of Pennsylvania, PNC Bank, Day & Zimmermann, Temple University, K12, Quaker Chemical Corporation, The NASA Pennsylvania Space Grant Consortium, NextFab Studio, Villanova University, Geosyntec, and the University of Pennsylvania Center for Bioethics.

To learn more about the Philadelphia Science Festival, call 215-448-1128 or visit PhilaScienceFestival.org, where you can sign up for updates on upcoming events. The Festival is also on Facebook and Twitter; search PHLScienceFest.


ABOUT THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY


Dow (NYSE: Dow) combines the power of science and technology with the “Human Element” to passionately innovate what is essential to human progress. The Company connects chemistry and innovation with the principles of sustainability to help address many of the world’s most challenging problems such as the need for clean water, renewable energy generation and conservation, and increasing agricultural productivity. Dow’s diversified industry-leading portfolio of specialty chemical, advanced materials, agrosciences and plastics businesses deliver a broad range of technology-based products and solutions to customers in approximately 160 countries and in high growth sectors such as electronics, water, energy, coatings and agriculture. In 2010, Dow had annual sales of $53.7 billion and employed approximately 50,000 people worldwide. The Company’s more than 5,000 products are manufactured at 188 sites in 35 countries across the globe. References to "Dow" or the "Company" mean The Dow Chemical Company and its consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted. More information about Dow can be found at www.dow.com.

ABOUT THE PHILADELPHIA SCIENCE FESTIVAL

The Philadelphia Science Festival is a citywide collaboration April 15-28 showcasing the impact of science and technology past, present and future. Part of a national movement to inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers, the Festival builds on Philadelphia’s own rich history of innovation with dozens of free lectures, debates, hands-on activities, special exhibits and other informal learning experiences at museums, libraries and even street corners and concert halls. More than 105 institutions are collaborating to produce the inaugural Festival, which is funded in part by the National Science Foundation, presented by The Dow Chemical Company, and organized by The Franklin Institute. To learn more, visit PhilaScienceFestival.org or call 215-448-1128.
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